Dear Mr. Thuermer:

" the prior decision of CIA rejecting, per your lotter of Sept. 25,

4n this respect our request does not fulfull the requirement of

_adverse effect, "but editing or segregating the two so as not to

particularity in a request ror material bearing on the Bay of Figs
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 2003
(202) 293-3100

March 8, 1973.

Mr. Angus 4, Thuermer
Ass'nt to Director

Central Intellisence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505.

: . This is an appeal to the Contral Intelligence
Agency Information Roview Cormittes for review and reversal of

1972, our request for review and declassification of basic
documents relating to the Bay of Pigs episode. - '

, T Th the lectter referred to you state that Exec-
utive Order 11652 and the Hationzl Sceurity Council directive
jmplementing it "make it clear that they refer to specific doc-
wraents, not broad access to the records’, etc. You state that

sufficient particularity to fall within the Executive Order.

Your lotter states as a further reason for
rc jecting our request that the documents, on the Bay of Pigs
sneluds "references to or reflectlons oﬂintelligence sources
which could be jeopardized ¥y rolease of these documents",
The letier acknowledgss, at the saue time, these references or
reflections are intertwined in individual documents with matcr-
1al which has been or could be exposed to public notice withoutb

jeopardize intelligence sources 2nd methods is simply nobfecasible.

o Tt is submitted in support of this appeal that
the two reasons given amount, . taken together, to a massive quibble.

'Yt should be obvious that identification of spec—
ific documents could te made only by employes of CIA, the HSC or
the Denartments of Dafense and State, Meerly to cite a lack of -

is to seize a technicality to frustrate the Executlve Ordor and
ignore the accompanying statement by the President. R

: - Similarly, to argue that editing or sogregating
the two types of documents is Unot feasible" amounts, we submit,:
to placing CIA in a sacrosanct are above and beyond the purview .7
of the Executive Order. : Co U

zﬂ/hr' 7
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T+ is tho view of this newspaper that anything 1is "reasible",
even necessary that is required to cive effect to the clecar
intent »f the President's doclassificabion order. It is either
that or .the order ond accompanying statement were an cmpty gesture.
So-called "sanitized versions" of sonietines confidential papers
or testimony of acdministrative officials are nothing new. fonce
the question: YWhy cannot CTA suflficiently sanitize the Bay of Pigs
documents to protect intelligence sources and me thods? To say that

this is "not feasible" sounds very much lik "goo much trouble',

If this is, indeed, the fact, then in our view nothing is too
much trouble Lo carry out the stated purpose of tho Executive Order.

Your letter concludes with the stabtement that the Department of
Defense agrees with CIA that the JCS documenits setting forth the
comments of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on the Ray of Pigs operation
cannot be released. You assign no reason for this. And since it ,
could hardly te fer lack of particularity or that it would jeoparize
intelligence sources and methods, a statement of the reason for this
is requested and made part of this appesl » ‘

A reply is respectfully requested at Review Cormittee's earliest

convenience.

Sincerely

D Ly fe oy

Felix Belair; Jrt«
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WASHINGTON BUREAY
1920 L SvrecT, TLAY,
VasHincros:, D.C. 20036
(202) 293.3100

August 9, 1972.

Hr, Angus I, Thuermer
Ass'nt to Director

‘Central Inbelliwenca Agency
Uauhlnﬂton D,Co, 20505,

-~

Dear lr, Thuermor:

: Please consider this a requost for review
and declassification of the "basjic collecition of documents' -
on the- Bay of Pigs opsration reférred to in the attached
from.the Department of Dafense. '

We had asxca DoD initially for the JCS
papers on tho opsration together wiih reuuluLﬁb dl°cusglon
in the National Securlty Council, W.S,C, has advised thatb
it 1s now trying to locate the discussion material in itg
Tiled. The oporation coruenced, accovdlnf~ to the N.Y, iiﬁes
Index on Aprnl 16 1961, .

I hope this request can be placed ahead of"
-others submltuoa by us inasmuch &g the note from Mr, Nash
suggests that tho material already has bosn &ssemblad in o

”colloculon"
Meenwhile, be assurad of our apyr ociation

of your efforus in our behalfs

" 84 ncorely,
PRy 55 /?//‘

Felix BoYair, Jr,
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&ﬂshl 1gton Burcau
1)20 L Street, N.
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Washington, D. C.
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" 19 August 1972

20036

B 'Dear Mr. Belaif;',.u

Thc note you

",dageu August 9 is

proper parties and I an sure

.haﬁéling.

men+1oned on tHO telc“hone vas crlqy
now at ;and.
*hny w111 give it eKD“dltLOU:':

Sincerely,

5 Yaclzan Thuermer

/S/ £NgY .

Angus MacLean Thuermer =~ - -

"Assistant to the Director !
.[..- . _‘A

Approved For Release 2005/02/17 : CIA-RDP75-00793R000200140060-7

2L 80y o1}

T am rout1ng 1t on to, the __Af.ﬁk}

{




e

g bEeculve Iegicng o
?

N N
Appro(eﬁ-For Release 2005/02/17 : CIA-RDP?E—{&%ROOOZOMAQD&O:Z :
L BheNewHotkBimes . Fuyaama/
. é éi _ . L?@ZZQEZiZ//

£
F;
-

WASHINGTON BUREAU '~
1920 L. STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036
(202) 293-3100

. Sept. 6, ;972‘

Mr. Angus M. Thuermer » - T .

' Ass'nt to the Director

.Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505.

Dear Mr. Thuermer:

: : Much as I dislike to prod .busy officials, there __. ....
is a lot of pressure on this end for a reponse to my request of

_August 9 for the "basic collection of documents" on the Bay of

Pigs operation. . )

: e You were good enough to advise by letter the .
next day that the request was being routed to the proper av.thor-
ities and that they would "give it expeditious handling" s

c : Tt will be recalled that this request grew out
of one submitted to the Pentagon for the JCS papers on the Bay
_of Pigs, These wero located and a review initiated only to De
aborted when it was discovered that they had been .made a part
of the "collected papers' -on the operation and placed under
control of CIA. o - S
. - .. Without anticipating a decision on this
request but to save time T submit a corollary question. In event
of.a finding that the collected papers are to remain classified
will CIA make available the JCS papers or detormine jointly with
the Department of Defense whether they can be made available to
us° - : . ) A . . . *
. ) ‘ As I advised in our most recent telphone conversa-
tion, I am curious -to know which of our requests to CIA, if any,
are still under consideration. : : :

In any case, the-inquiry on the Bay of Pigs papers
is in the nature of a "las?t gasp". The fedling here is that we '
have devoted enough time and effort to the declassification project,
What we urgently require is a yes,or no response to the Bay of Pig
papers or that part of them originated by the JCS. :

Sincerely, - < - ]
* . Felix Belair, Jr. /Y
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Your requests of % August and 6 Sentember for the
declassification and rolezase of the "hasic collection™
of Jocumsnts on the 3ay of Pigs onevation have boen care-
fully coasidered. We de a0t held a spacific group of
docuusants formally identified as the “basic collaction’
obviocusly, we do hold a large volume of docuuonts vslating
to the event., A raview of Hxecutive Order 11652 and the
Mational Security Council Directivs implementing it makes
clear, however, that they refer to veguests for identifi-
ahls spocific docunents, not broad accoss to the racords
of ail aspects of a majior svent such as the Bay of Pigs.
de concluds that your reauest does not fulfill the require-
ment of sufficient particularity to f£all within the
xecutive Crder.
Wa hava a furthesr reason for being un z to resnond
*0 vouy voguesst. The Bxecutive drder conteuplates in
3action 5 several bases for continued classification. ODnez
of these recognizaes the statvtory respsunsi ity e¢f the
hirector of Contral Intelligence to protect intzllizencs
sources and methods. Inclugded in the Agency's documants.
relating to the Bay of Pigs are 2 larze numoar of reference
to or rveflsetions of iantellisencs sources and methods which
couvld bz jeopardized by velease of these documsnts. These
raforoncas or raf ions ars intartwinasd in iadividual
na al @ $O35S en D 1
noti t
;
b
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Thus, to proisct intelligence sources andl methads, wWwo again
find it tupassible to comply with your request,

1 N - ts o3 LSS SN Thon o S £ Tym {0 e o

Yo havs copnsulied with tac Departaent or Dafzass, 8
S A ,, o T Al - vaamp ey fe e - N e A
jointly agrez tiat the JC3 documeants camnst be releasad.

Distribution:
Original - Addressee
1 - EA-DD/P
1 - D/CRS
A7 - 0GC
1 - DDS&T
-1 - ER
1 - 0/S
1 - C/HS
1 - A/DCI
1 - SAIC
1 - DD/S
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